LOT 4 (ov Vdishteg 


John Nichols — 
Kongas City, «an. 


27 May 1969 


Dear John: 

L delezed writing heecuse i wanted first te see the other 
pietures that we are setting from the «archive. i Coubt, however, 
thet they will cause ne to ehense to a crest extert weat I say 
hOT’S © 

L an setisties that oll three of the evidenee enses ord 
-ragier'a two testa fire@ brllets end exvertensed tre full effect 
of blow-back. “Lami ted ly, there are stil? sromalies trat ft would 
Live to regolve, but + doubt whether their resolution will east 
further lisht on what we elready mow. 

ineloseé sve saeroxes with notations that indicate my reasons 
for asserting that the enses sve lecitinate-- at least to the 
extent that their marks were all nroduced by normal meane, I still 
bvelieve thot the esuses were plented, but 1 doubt whether we sll 
be able to vrove 1% on we sears lines that 1) tare been pursuing. 
nO whe pagte=% i oe with the bo: 









“On ‘be ohote or “the enges you wii. not that 1 have sneircled 
smuat appearg as a pale of marks on Cis 543 anf 545, and a single 
Sorva spo Lite, wari on Cl 544, hese mnarits mndouhtedl7 wore cauged 
by 2 anall defect imside the rifle chamher, Since they are in 
the game relative position with respect to kaa all of the aents 
(mouth and ghowlder), I orecume that whe shoulders were dented 
hy tue sane proeess of ejeetion that vanaed the ense month dent. 
Even thauet wo Gia not nmartace to reproduge the shooter dontg, 
thoae mixvg virtual sompelZ the sonelusion that all the donta were 
gased in the ome Wy. at is enornousitz tmprovahle that the 
shonlier dents were cause’ by another menia,. 


“yer though the shotes of the evidenee cases do not show 
AIL the points or’ interest clearly, they Go show marks that indicate 
SlV2G ney emfVere2 tae full effect oP hlov-heaek, both on the primers 
and on the trase. i as quite that diveat orantinabion or the eases 
will wevent § nany nore aarks on the keasx hrees thes = 
what vugsles me is that Prauter gaid there were no marice on 
the PaaS, for there are narks that ave evident even in our inade- 
wate nnotog, 2mks protuged by blow-back, i think. I way be 
able to understand this then I et the books tiat 1 requested 
end learn nora about this NEGO of firearms identificsetion. IP 
there is aipmifieanee ln Frasier's error, L presently cannot under- 
stand whet £4 is. 
altos the puotosrnohs ave not cdesuate to allow a cefinitive 
stotemert, it appenrs they ‘ragler's test eases Co not show the 
Puli effects of blow-beek on ttre brass, nat since the Awxvics on 
his wriners .orrespor: Wik fac 2o%h on Lie prinuers of the suspect 
het All were subjoctec to the sane nressttres, 
ele tret i cemnet <2pinin. 





> 


fonegernizg whet L gai? about aragier's use of tha sane niocture 
Vs aieroseonie 2onparisoi photos \ Us edit), fLierea ia snother 
erat . Tomcat to martion., the oxhihite showirs rracter's 
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st 2g necatives, not sa phatorraphs. 


That is, a pair of neratives were lired up ané pasted torsether, 
This means that frazier duplicnrted the nerative, not the photo- 
mrauph. ain, I cannot explain why. 

“he gomparison microscope shows both objests thrauch one 
evepicce, and it is ay understanding (I an not sure) that photo~ 
eronphky Aliustrating the comparison cre xh taken thrensch that 
eyeriere. Under such eonditicns, « single rerative shows both 
the suspect ant the teat; 2.h., they ure pnotorrephed br the 
sinsle snap of tre canern shutter. «+ wish that 1 head ea firearms 
identirientinn exmert in rasidence, for £ Just don't ‘mow whether 
Frazier's procesr ia nornal. + strongiy shspect that it is not, 
Por hig nedthod is troublesome ord unnecessary. 

L°11 kmow mere when 1 get tre books that 1 want. ‘¢resently 
iL ean wmderstand wiat haprered, but 1 cannot underctané why, 


= reeeive’ ‘eisbers'’s two letters to you of “4 May, 
~2e ome dealing with Gattimer makes no sense to me, for 
i @on't tmow who Lattimer is or what he has done. Zo connent, 

i think Harold may be wrong in sugresting that you hes 
hard on fragier end the “BI. If's justified, to be sure, tut how 
you treat the ense should Gepend on what your judeea is lke. 
You may antagonize him ha@iy if you rap the FBI with aceusation 
of Gelihorste obpfuseation. i think 1+ sufficient to shor thst 
you cannot errese in fefinitive research on the basis if the 
evicer.iea as 1% is presémtol in the Learings. I may have mige 
interpreted Harold's renorl , "eo atter -ragier and the FBI ag 
haxvd as possible", wmlese that ueans that you should concentrate 
on the material that Srazier handled and show that nis nresentation 
is sonetiues wrong wil usually inade uate (isuspeet that this is 
wnat ilarold menns;. 

“vom time to tine im the course cf the svuuner, T'1LL be reviewing 
Hrezier'gs testinony an@ exhihbite cerefully, and will pass to zou 
anything tnat 1 tiirve merits attention. 


lI sgugrest that you not waste further time on the matters 
that i have heen Ccealing with con¢erming the cartridge esses. 
L think say bubble has burat; although i shall try to alew a 
few srvoblens, I do not enticinate significant resalts. 

Hat me lnow whether 1 should return to you an: of the naterial 
that you sont me. 1 would especially ike to herp the clip, for 
i moy want to wan tests thet remuire it. 


E¥12 he in teuoh arain, 


Stall, 


~~ 
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